COMPANY H, ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-FIFTH REGIMENT 

"No company in the whole number of Clarion county companies deserves a higher place in the estimation of the reader than Company H of the One Hundred and Fifty-fifth.  It was recruited at Rimersburg, by Professor John A. Ewing, in August 1862, and was mustered into the United States service, August 22, 1862, being designated as shown by title, and assigned to the Second Brigade, Third Division of the Fifth Corps. It proceeded to the field by way of Kittanning, Pittsburgh and Harrisburg to Washington. (Milton Stewart enlisted August 22, 1862)

The regiment went into the field at once, lying in reserve at Antietam. 

{Also called BATTLE OF SHARPSBURG, Sept. 17, 1862, a decisive engagement in the American Civil War (1861-65) that halted the Confederate advance on Maryland for the purpose of gaining military supplies.  The advance was also regarded as one of the greatest Confederate threats to Washington, D.C. The battle took its name from Antietam Creek, which flows south from Gettysburg, Pa., to the Potomac River near Harpers Ferry, W.Va.

Following the Union defeat at the Second Battle of Bull Run, Confederate General Robert E. Lee advanced into Maryland with some hope of capturing the Federal capital of Washington to the southeast.  On Sept. 17, 1862, his forces were met at Antietam by the reorganized Federal Army under General George B. McClellan, who blocked Lee's advances but allowed him to retire to Virginia.  Most military historians have strongly criticized McClellan's conduct of the battle, which proved to be one of the bloodiest single days of the war.  The South lost 13,724 troops and the North suffered casualties of 12,410.

In addition to protecting the Federal capital, the battle is sometimes cited as having influenced Great Britain not to recognize the Confederacy.  President Abraham Lincoln used the occasion of the Antietam victory to issue his preliminary Emancipation Proclamation (Sept. 22, 1862), announcing that unless the Confederates laid down their arms by Jan. 1, 1863, he would free their slaves. Source - Encyclopedia Britannica}

The company had more than an ordinary share of brave men.  At Fredericksburg, when Company C - the color company was beaten back, it left the colors on the field.  Captain D. E. Lyon seeing this, rallied Company H, and Corporal Chalmers Lawson rushed forward, seized the colors and bore them from the field. 

{Dec. 13, 1862), Boody engagement of the U.S. Civil  War fought at Fredericksburg, Va.; its outcome -a crushing Union defeat--immeasurably strengthened the Confederate cause.  Gen. A. E. Burnside, newly appointed commander of the Northern forces, planned to cross the Rappahannock River with an army of more than 120,000 troops and advance on the Southern capital at Richmond.  Confederate Gen. Robert.E. Lee countered by taking a strong position on high ground behind Fredericksburg with a force of about 78,000.  The attack on December 13 proved a complete failure, and Burnside's casualties totaled more than 12,500, compared to only about 5,000 for the carefully entrenched Confederates.  General Burnside was relieved of his command the following month and has been severely criticized by historians for his conduct of this battle.  Once again the Union had failed in what should have been its main objective--destruction of the Army of Northern Virginia.  Richmond seemed as far away as ever.  For the South, the victory restored morale lost after Lee's retreat from Maryland following his unsuccessful Antietam campaign in September. Source - Encyclopedia Britannica}

At Gettysburg it did magnificent service as noted under "Company G." The regiment did desperate fighting at Gettysburg on the 2nd of July. It fought its way to the very crest of Little Round Top, which position it held against the most furious assaults of the enemy, and viewed unmolested from its rocky fortress the magnificent struggle on the following day.

At Petersburg the regiment lay in reserve on the 16th and 17th. On the 18th the Fifth Corps relieved the Ninth Corps in the morning and moved upon the enemy, capturing a cut in the railroad, the One Hundred Fifty-Fith occupying a position about the center of the corps.  At five P.M. a charge was ordered, and the troops moved forward under the most fearful fire that ever greeted brave men on a mission of death. In this terrible ordeal Company H lost twenty-two men in killed and wounded.  Milton Stewart and William Travis were slain upon the field, and seven afterward died, among whom were John Cowan, Frank Lyon, Will Horner, and William J. Marks. Travis was the first man killed of the company.  Milton Stewart was carried off the field and buried by A. J. White, Philip Over, and Abner Harkless. On the 22d of June, General Birney commanded the Second Corps, as Hancock's Gettysburg wound had re-opened.  General Birney advanced for an extension of his line, and left an open space between his corps sixth corps which lay on his right.  The enemy, perceiving his opportunity advanced between the two corps and attacked each in the rear.  The Fifth Corps which had been held in reserve; it was now ordered to charge the enemy. It drove him back across the Jerusalem Plank Road and reinstated the Union line. Here Colonel Ewing, late captain of Company H, was severely wounded in the foot and Andrew J. White lost his left leg. Each was struck by a Minnie ball. In this campaign George Kerns, William Marks and John Cowan each lost a leg on the 18th, and A. J. White on the 22d; Lewis Gathers, also of Company H, lost a leg February 6, 1865, and J. D. Burns lost an arm. 

{Petersburg, an important rail center 23 miles south of Richmond, was a strategic point for the defense of the Confederate capital.  In June 1864 the Union army began a siege of the two cities, with both sides rapidly constructing fortifications 35 miles long.  In a series of battles that summer, Union losses were heavy, but, by the end of August, General Ulysses S. Grant had crossed the Petersburg-Weldon Railroad; he captured Fort Harrison on September 29.  By year's end, however, General Robert E. Lee still held Richmond and Petersburg.  But mostly owing to mismanagement and inefficiency, Southern railroads had broken down or been destroyed.  Thus the Confederates were ill fed to the point of physical exhaustion, and the lack of draft animals and cavalry mounts nearly immobilized the troops.  Hunger, exposure, and the apparent hopelessness of further resistance led to increasing desertion, especially among recent conscripts.  In March 1865 the Confederates were driven back at the Battle of Fort Stedman, leaving Lee with 50,000 troops as opposed to Grant's 120,000.  Soon after, Grant crushed a main Southern force under General George E. Pickett and General Fitzhugh Lee at the Battle of Five Forks (April 1); the next day the defenders were driven back within the Petersburg inner defenses.  Lee immediately informed President Jefferson Davis that the two cities could no longer be held, and the evacuation was carried out that night. After Lee's plan to join with General Joseph E. Johnston was thwarted, he surrendered to General Grant on April 9 at Appomattox Court House. Source - Encyclopedia Britannica} 

Captain Ewing of Company H rose rapidly on his own merit, being promoted to lieutenant colonel and brevetted colonel.  Lieutenant D. E. Lyon born of wealthy parents, entered as lieutenant and became captain, acquitting himself with honor and, and upon his discharge for sickness, Wilson E. Allen became captain.

The Company was mustered out June 2, 1865. Moses D. Anderson, C. W. Fulton and A. J. White have our thanks for valuable data. (Source - History of Clarion County, A.J. Davis, Syracuse, NY, D. Mason & Company, Publishers 1887)

Other relatives who served with the Company H were David Stewart, wounded at North Anna River, Virginia on May 24, 1864, enlisted August 22, 1862, and Peter Delp, enlisted February 29, 1864. (Source - History of Clarion County, Pennsylvania, A. J. Davis, Syracuse, N.Y., D. Mason & Co., Publishers, 1887.) 

Company H had a total enrollment of 143, of which 20 were killed and died of wounds, 32 were wounded in action, 15 died of disease or imprisonment, 1 suicide, 32 discharged for wounds and disabilities, 2 transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps, 25 transferred to other organizations, 2 on company rolls and never joined the organization, there were no deserters, and 46 were mustered out with the Regiment.

In the 155 Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry Five Officers and 137 enlisted men were killed or mortally wounded and 1 officer and 111 enlisted men died of disease or accident between September 10, 1862, date of organization and June 2, 1865, date of muster. In addition to the above battles, the regiment also fought at Chancellorsville on May 3, 1863, Wildnerness on May 5 and 6, 1864, Spotsylvania on May 9, 10 and 11, 1864, North Ana River on May 23, 24 and 25, 1864, Cold Harbor June 2, 3 and 4, 1864 and was at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865." (Source - History of Pennsylvania Volunteers, 1861-1865, published 1870)

The 155th was at Appomattox and participated in the following also known as "The Last Salute of the Army of Northern Virginia.
