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·  ID: I0054 
·  Name: Johann Michael EMERICH 
·  Sex: M 
·  Birth: 2 MAR 1682 in Delkenheim, near Florsheim, Hesse, Germany 
·  Death: 1 JUN 1744 in Tulpehocken twp, Lancaster Co., Pennsylvania of Natural 
·  Event: Confirmed 1696 Confirmed in the Church of Delkenheim 
·  Occupation: Farmer 
·  Residence: 1723 Tulpehocken twp., Berks Co., Pennsylvania 
·  Event: Ethnicity German, Lutheran Reformed 
·  Christening: 2 MAR 1682 Delkenheim, Hesse, Germany 
·  Burial: 3 JUN 1744 Reeds (Old Reith) Cemetary, Berks Co., PA 
·  Will: 10 JUN 1743 He wrote his will 
·  Probate: 10 OCT 1742 Property settlement recorded as the youngest son attained 21 years of age. 
·  Event: Comment 5 1717 Living in New Ansberg, NY. 
·  Event: Comment 5 MAR 1723 Settled in Tulpehocken from Schohorie, NY. 
·  Event: Comment 1 1709 Immigrated from Delkenheim to New York. 
·  Note: 
The earliest record of Johann indicates that Johann Michael Emmerich was baptized on March 2, 1682 in Germany. His father, Heinrich, died (unknown cause) while he was barely a teenager.

In 1709, his mother, Anna Margaretha (Grunagel) Emmerich joined a party of German immigrants to the new world. She brought with her her son Johann Michael Emmerich. The archives at Weisbaden, Germany, show that 27 Guldens, tithpennies, from the property of 239 Guldens which the widow received were paid out for the passage. (331r3,1709) 

The Emmerich family was based in and around the city of Delkenheim, near Florsheim in the Palatinate, which is in present day Bavaria. The Rhine river passes nearby the region and trade played an important part in the lives of the people. It is unclear what the family occupation was, but given the time period and the place, they were most likely small-time merchants or better-off farmers, as evidenced by the relatively large settlement which Johann's mother received after Heinrich died. She used that money to finance her participation in the journey to Holland, then England and ultimately to New York.

Acting for her interests during the journey was a certain G. Heinrich Stubenrauch. It is likely that the twin factors of hardship, (there was a severe winter in 1708-1709 which caused much destruction,) due to being a widow and the lack of economic activities in the region of southwestern Germany contributed to her decision to brave a journey to the new world. First the thousands of Palatines landed in Holland and then moved on to London. A man named Conrad Krantz was in the first group that had arrived. He died for unknown reasons and left a widow named Elizabeth. The young Johann Michael Emmerich would marry her after they arrived in New York.

Their ship arrived in New York from London England in 1709. The Reverend Joshua Kocherthal, a minister from the Palatinate who accompanied the immigrants all the way to New York, and residing in the Livingston manor from 1709-1713, lists Johann Michael Emerich as being over twenty-one in 1710. Johann wasted no time in establishing his own family and in the winter of 1709, on December 18, he was married by Rev. Kocherthal to the young immigrant widow, Elizabeth. She already had one daughter by her previous husband. Elizabeth was listed under Queen Anne's settlement records as being from Heimatstelle, Pfalz, Kaiserslautern.

In 1717 Johann is recorded living in New Ansberg, New York. It is uncertain at this time what his condition was. In the spring of 1723, 15 or 16 families joined together to seek out new lands for settlement and migrated down the east branch of the Susquehanna river from the Schohorie lands and stopped in an area that began to be called "The Tulpehocken Area". Today, Tulpehocken Township is within Berks County, whose parent county was Lancaster during this period. The major town that concerns us now is Rehrerberg. 

J. Michael Emerich was shown to have held land in Tulpehocken. On January 10, 1726 and later on January 2, 1727, Johann signed for rates 36 and 42 respectiviely using the name: Michael Emris, as recorded in the Penna. German Society Vol. IX, 1944, page 92. In September of 1727 a second petition was laid before the Quarters Sessions at Philadelphia from the families of Tulpehocken. Michael Emrich from Hartmandor was a signatory.

During the period of settlement there were occasional Indian raids and such. Johann undoubtedly participated in the defense of the settlements. His property bordered Abraham Luke's land and the Manor of Plumton, late of John Page and George Reith.

Johann Michael Emerich died at his plantation in Tulpehocken Twp., which was in then Lancaster County. The date of his death was June 1, 1744. He was buried two days later on the 3rd in the Old Reith cemetary. His will, which was prepared on June 10, 1743, and proved on July 31, 1744, was signed by Conrad Weiser, a very famous guide and Indian translator and witnessed by Michael Shafer, Johannes Forer and Johann Philip Meurer. The will mentioned his wife, Elizabetha, and a grandchild named Catharina Leitner.

The property settlement was recorded on October 10, 1752 when the youngest son reached twenty-one years of age. It describes the plantation as being 155 acres bounded by Abraham Luke's land, the Manor of Plumton, late of John Page and George Reith. The settlement had the signatures of his sons, one surviving daughter and Conrad Weiser. Johann Meichal Emerich's wife had died by this time.

The settlement provided:

Johann Jacob Emerich received 2 parts as provided by law.
Balthaser Emerich received 1 part.
Leonard Emmerich received 1 part.
Johann Adam Emerick received one part.
Johannes (John) Emmerich received 1 part.
Catharina Margred, wife on Andrew Kreitzer received one part.
Catharina Leitner, granddaughter, received one part.


(Sources used:) "Ancestry and Descendants of Johann Michael Emerich of New York and Pennsylvania 1709-1988." Oran S. Emrich. March 1988. Family History Library, Salt Lake, Roll #2685, XLIB-7-107, Call # 1320761.

Also: "In the Name of Emerich, Emerick, Emmerich, Emrich, Emrick." Kenneth D. Haines, Dayton, OH, 1973. 


Brief Palatine History
from "The Mohawk Valley and Its People by Barth Lefferts 

Along the beautiful Rhine in Europe, at the time of the Schenectady massacre, was a district known as the Palatinate. It was naturally a fertile land, but it had the misfortune to be a border region. Over it swept the bloody disputes of the rulers who from time to time tried to settle their contests by the sword. As at Schenectady, these Palatinate dwellers saw their homes burned, their property stolen, their farms laid waste; and if stray bullet or cannonball took the life of some peaceful person -- well, that was a "fortune of war."

At last many of the Palatinate dwellers could stand no more of such dreadful happenings. Their ruler had forbidden them to emmigrate, but suffering breaks a multitude of laws, and a number of them, peasants and merchants, farm-dwellers and town-dwellers, managed over a period of a few years to leave their country. The first to leave found kind treatment in Holland and England; a considerable party reached America and settled along the Hudson where Newburgh stands today.

Encouraged by the friendship which had been shown, an army of the "Palatines" set out, group after group, in the spring of 1709. As they reached the city of Rotterdam in Holland, the people there sent them across the North Sea to London, and by autumn there were thirteen thousand of these refugees. Many found homes in England, four thousand were shipped to Ireland, and the rest were given passage to various places in America.

While these German Palatines were sheltered at various places in and about London, Peter Schuyler, mayor of Albany, came to England on business. He brought with him five Indian chiefs. One of them died on the voyage, but the others attracted much attention, as they liked to walk about the streets. Seeing the "poor Palatines" in such numbers, one chief, a Mohawk, declared that these people, who were akin to the Dutch whom he liked, could find new homes along the Schoharie creek, west of Schenectady. From that time, the Palatines thought of "Schoharie" and Paradise as the same.

A new governor was being sent out to the colony of New York, a man of kind feeling and high character. Governor Hunter proposed that three thousand Palatines should be sent to New York when he went, and that they should be employed in making pitch and tar for English ships from the pines that abounded there. This was done, but Schoharie seemed so far away that they were placed north of Esopus Creek, on both sides of the Hudson. Those on the west side, where Saugerties stands today, were soon left to their own devices to clear the land and to make homes. On the east side there were about twelve hundred Germans who were supposed to begin tarmaking early in the spring. 

The Germans did not like the prospect. True, they were being fed and provided for by Governor Hunter, but they had intended to be farmers in the New World, not tarmakers. As honest people, they expected to labor for a while in order to repay the favors which they had received but around the evening fire they never ceased to talk among themselves of the promised land of "Schorie." 

Governor Hunter had expected great things from his Palatine experiment. After his first grant of money from the English government he had used his own private fortune, hoping to be repaid some day. If he had really known trees, however, he would have been saved money and disappointment, for the so-called "pitch-pine" of our Northern States, while its sap is sticky enough, produces little pitch. It is the "Georgia pine" of the Southern States which is valuable for that purpose. 

Two winters on the Hudson served to exhaust the Governor's purse and the Germans' patience. 

At last Hunter had to tell the Palatines that they must shift for themselves. Now they felt free to set out for their land of Canaan. Seven of their leading men traveled to get permission from the Indians. From Albany, guided by an Indian, they crossed the Helderberg heights until Fox Creek led them down into the deep, broad, and beautiful valley which they had longed to see. 

The Indians received them and gave consent. In the autumn of the year of 1712 fifty familes set out, and though a road had to be cut into the valley, they built cabins before winter began. The redmen gave them corn from their own scanty stock, but inside the cabins there was much hunger. The following March a hundred more families arrived, driving their sledges on a two weeks' journey through snow which lay on the highlands a yard deep. 

The Palatines then left behind never removed to Schoharie. They left the manor of Patroon Livingston, where the settlement of "Germantown" is their memorial, and took up land a little south. Today we find their traces in the names of Rhinecliff and Rhinebeck. The Schoharie emigrants settled in seven villages along the Schoharie, each one kindly named after one of the leaders who had explored the road. 

Times continued to be hard with the Palatines. Until their first crop of corn ripened, their hunger "was scarcely to be endured,'' and a few of the boys went to live in the wigwams of their red friends. When the corn at last was harvested, there was no mill in the valley to grind it. The strongest of the women would carry on their backs heavy sacks of corn all the way to Schenectady, have it ground, and bear the meal back again, all in the same day. 

Though the Germans had settled and cultivated the valley, they had no title to the land, and Governor Hunter, indignant that the Government would not pay him back for his heavy expenses, would not grant the runaways any title. Troubles with those who did receive grants bothered the Palatines for nearly ten years. At last, out of the eight hundred Schoharie settlers, about three hundred decided to pay rent to the legal owners, unjust as they thought it was. Many others turned their sights to Pennsylvania, where one of them, Conrad Weiser, became a prominent man. 

About sixty families received leave to settle along the Mohawk, west of Fort Hunter, which stood at the mouth of the Schoharie, where was located the Mohawk castle which saw the martyrdom of Father Jogues. The governor who succeeded Hunter said, "These will be a barrier against sudden incursions (attacks) of the French, who made the Mohawk their road when they last attacked and burned the frontier town called Schenectady." 

These Mohawk pioneers thus continued settlement to the westward. They were supposed to take up land for twenty-four miles west of Little Falls (the big falls were those called Cohoes), but today the region east and west of Little Falls, for about thirty miles, is rich with German names. There are Palatine church and Palatine Bridge, Newkirk (originally Neukirch), Mannheim, and Oppenheim. The town of Herkimer is named after a Palatine family which came to America a dozen years after the original band, while at Herkimer the fertile meadows came to be called "the German Flatts." 


More Palatine History....

The winter of 1708-1709 was very long and cold in the Rhineland. It was a very bleak period. People huddled around their fires as they considered quitting their homes and farms forever. By early April, the land was still frozen and most of the Palatines' vines had been killed by the bitter weather. Since 1702 their country had been enduring war and there was little hope for the future. The Thirty Years War lay heavy on their minds, a period in which one out of every three Germans had perished.

The Palatines were heavily taxed and endured religious persecution. As the people considered their future, the older ones remembered that, in 1677, William Penn had visited the area, encouraging the people to go to Pennsylvania in America, a place where a man and his family could be free of the problems they were now encountering. 

To go to America meant a long, dreadful ocean voyage and a future in an unknown land, away from their past and family. Everyone knew that the German Elector would stop any migration as soon as it was noticed. Only a mass exodus from the Palatinate could be successful. Many wondered how they could ever finance such a journey even if they wanted to attempt it. Small boats, known as scows, would have to be acquired for the long ride down the Rhine River and then there was the price for the ocean voyage. While some of the people had relatives that could assist them financially, many were very poor. Soon enough, their minds were made up for them as France's King Louis XIV invaded their land, ravaging especially the towns in the Lower Palatinate. 

In masses, the Palatines boarded their small boats and headed down the Rhine for Rotterdam. It was April 1709 and the first parties were afloat on the Rhine, many with only their most basic goods and their faith in God as their only possessions. The river voyage took an average of 4-6 weeks through extremely cold, bitter weather. By June, 1709, the people streamed into Rotterdam at a rate of one thousand per week. The Elector, as expected, issued an edict forbidding the migration, but almost everyone ignored it. By October, 1709, more than 10,000 Palatines had completed the Rhine River journey. 

The Duke of Marlborough was assigned by Queen Anne to transport the immigrants to England. British troop ships were also used. The Queen assumed these Protestants would help fuel the anti-Roman feelings developing in England. The ships from Rotterdam landed, in part, at Deptford and the refugees were sent to one of three camps at Deptford, Camberwell, and Blackheath outside the city wall of London. Many Londoner's welcomed the Palatines, but the poor were not, as they felt their English food was being taken from them to feed the Germans. British newspapers published mixed accounts of the Palatines, some praising them while others cursed them. 

Over 3,000 of these Palatines were sent to Ireland, again to reinforce the Protestant faith in that land. The trip from England to Ireland was short, taking only about 24 hours. They settled on Lord Southwell's estate near Ballingrane in County Limerick, Ireland.

Meanwhile, streams of Palatines went to America, with most going to Pennsylvania. The ocean voyage was harsh, with over-crowded, under-supplied, and unsanitary ships. What provisons were supplied were generally the least expensive available to the ship's master. Water frequently ran out, as did food. Dreadful mortality occurred on many voyages. In addition to those woes, the Palatines faced robbery, deception, and worse from those transporting them. 

Estimates on the number of Germans in Pennsylvania during this period varies from author to author, but a common estimate is 10,000-15,000 by 1727 and 70,000-80,000 by 1750. A good source for reviewing German arrivals to Pennsylvania is Rupp's "Thirty Thousand Immigrants in Pennsylvania" which contains numerous ship passenger lists and has an excellent surname index. Another good resource is Walter Knittle's "Early Eighteenth-Century Palatine Emigration". 

Immigrants not only came from Germany, but also Bohemia and Switzerland. Most were either Lutheran, Reformed, or Mennonite in religious belief. 



The State of the Poor Palatines As Humbly Represented By Themselves Upon Their First Arrival In This Kingdom, About June, 1709 (from London, England)

We the poor distressed Palatines, whose utter Ruin was occasioned by the merciless Cruelty of a Blood Enemy, the French, whose prevailing Power some years past, like a Torrent rushed into our Country, and overwhelmed us at once; and being not content with Money and Food necessary for their Occasions, not only dispossest us of all Support but inhumanely burnt our House to the ground, where being deprived of all Shelter, we were turned into open Fields, and there drove with our Families, to seek what Shelter we could find, being obliged to make the cold Earth our Lodgings, and the Clouds our Covering. In this deplorable condition we made our Humble Supplications and Cries to Almighty God, who has promised to relieve them that put their Trust in him, whose Goodness we have largely Experienced, in disposing the Hearts of Pious Princes to a Christian Compassion and Charity towards us in this miserable condition, who by their Royal Bounties and large Donations, and the exemplary Kindness of well-disposed Nobility, Gentry, and Others, We and our poor Children have been preserved from Perishing; specially since our Arrival into this happy Kingdom of GREAT BRITAIN. While not only like the Land of Canaan, abounds with all things necessary for human Life, but also with a Religious People, who as freely give to the Distressed for Christ's sake, as it was given to them by the Almighty Donor of all they enjoy. Blessed Land and Happy People! Governed by the Nursing Mother of Europe, and the Best of Queens! Whose unbounded Mercy and Charity has received us despicable Strangers from afar off into Her own Dominions, where we have found a Supply of all things Necessary for our present Subsistence; for which we bless and praise Almighty God, the Queen's most Excellent Majesty and all Her good subjects, from the Highest Degree to those of the meanest Capacity; and do sincerely and faithfully promise to all our utmost Powers, for the future, to render ourselves Thankful to God, and Serviceable to Her Majesty, and all her Good Subjects, in what way soever her goodness is pleased to dispose of Us: and in the mean time be constant in our Prayers, that God would return the Charity of well disposed People a thousand fold into their own Bosoms, which is all the Requittal that can present be made by us poor distressed Protestants. 

THE PALATINES




Whittier's Ship "Palantine"
(from his "Tent on the Beach")

And old men mending their nets of twine,
Talk together of dream and sign,
Talk of the lost ship Palantine.
*****
"The ship that a hundred years before,
Freighted deep with its goodly store,
In the gales of the equinox went ashore.
*****
"Into the teeth of death she sped:
(May God forgive the hands that fed
The false lights over the rocky head!)
*****
"And then, with ghastly shimmer and shine
Property documentation sold at www.rootsandbranches.com/tulppub2.htm


Over the rocks and the seething brine,
They burned the wreck of the Palantine.
*****
"And still on many a moonless night,
From Kingston head and the Montauk light,
The spectre kindles and burns in sight.
*****
"And the wise Sound skippers, through skies be fine,
Reef their sails when they see the sign
Of the blazing wreck of the Palatine."


Pastor Joshua Kocherthal, leader of a small band of exiles from the Lower Palatinate, stood before Britain's Queen Anne as her Commission of Trade and Plantations recommended: 
" We humbly propose that they be sent to settle upon Hudson's River in the Province of New York, where they may be useful to this Kingdom particularly in the production of naval Stores and as a frontier against the French and their Indians. " 

These recommendations were adopted in Council on the 10th of May, 1708, and Queen Anne issued an order for their maintenance and passage to America at her expense. Under a guaranty of nine pence a day for twelve months for their support, and a tract of land on which to make their homes they started for their new country. 

They were preceded by the Huguenots and followed by thousands more Palatines eager to build a new life in a valley often compared to the Rhine of their homeland.


Father: Heinrich EMMERICH b: 25 JUL 1652 in Delkenheim, Hesse, Germany 
Mother: Anna Margaretha GRUNAGEL b: 25 SEP 1653 in Delkenheim, Hesse, Germany

Marriage 1 ELIZABETH b: 1 NOV 1687 in Kaiserslautern, Germany 
· Married: 13 DEC 1709 in Ulster, New York
Children 
1. Anna Catherina EMERICH b: 16 DEC 1712 in New York 
2. Johannes Jacob EMERICH b: 1714 in New York 
3. Balthazer EMERICH b: ABT. 1716 in Hartsmandorf, Schoharie, New York 
4. Anna Catharina Margaretta EMERICH b: ABT. 1721 
5. Leonard EMERICH b: ABT. 1722 in New York 
6. Johann Adam EMERICH b: 11 NOV 1728 in Berks Co., Pennsylvania 
7. Johannes EMERICH b: 1731 in Berks Co., Pennsylvania
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